Getting and taking Paxlovid

Why are some people not getting this COVID-19
treatment when they need it

Paxlovid is the main
COVID-19 treatment

The main prescription medicine made to treat
COVID-19 is called Paxlovid. It is for people who: Paxlovid is 2 different medicines
e Are over 12 years old, and (nirmatrelvir and ritonavir) in

different pills. You take a dose in

the morning and a dose at night

e Have a higher chance of severe COVID-19, for 5 days. Each dose is 3 pills:
such as a hospital stay or death

e Have mild or moderate COVID-19, and

e 2 nirmatrelvir pills

Paxlovid has been available since May 2023, « 1 ritonavir pill 8 [

but some people who would benefit from it 9 S 8

aren't getting or using it. O
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What are the possible drug interactions
with other medicines?

Drug interactions are when 2 or more medicines interact
with each other and cause side effects. Paxlovid interacts
with many medicines. It may cause unexpected side
effects if you also take certain medicines that treat:

e High cholesterol

e High blood pressure

e Migraines

e Erectile dysfunction (unable to get or keep an erection)

e Certain mental health conditions such as schizophrenia,
bipolar disorder, or depression

Can | take Paxlovid if | take any of these medicines?

You may still be able to take Paxlovid, even if it interacts with your current
medicines. Your doctor may change the dose of your other medicines, or ask
you not to take them, while you take Paxlovid.

Always tell your doctor all the medicines, vitamins, and supplements you are
taking so they can check if they will interact with Paxlovid.

Ask your doctor your questions or concerns about drug interactions.




Why are some people not getting Paxlovid?

People may not be getting Paxlovid because:
e They don't know it is an option for them

e They think it's hard to use

r\' e They think there might be side effects from taking Paxlovid
along with other medicines (called drug interactions)
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How much does Paxlovid cost?

The price for Paxlovid without help from insurance or a support program,
is about $1,400. Even with insurance, it can cost hundreds of dollars.

However, you can get free Paxlovid through a program called Paxcess.

How to get free Paxlovid through Paxcess:
You can use this program whether you have insurance

or not, but you must first have a prescription to qualify.
Here's how to get free Paxlovid:

o Once you have a prescription, visit ,l.EI %
paxlovid.iassist.com or scan the QR code: EI T

T
e Click on “l am a patient/caregiver.”

Fill out the questionnaire, which includes basic information
about you and the doctor who prescribed you Paxlovid.

e After you submit the questionnaire, the website will give you a
voucher. You can print it out or email it to yourself.

You can give or show this voucher to most pharmacies
for free Paxlovid.
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